
 
 
 

What is the VCS Emergencies Partnership? 
 

The Voluntary and Community Sector Emergencies Partnership (Emergencies Partnership) recognises the 

crucial role that the voluntary sector plays, both nationally and locally, to support those in need. We also see 

the increasing demands made on the sector and are here as a safety net: 

 
 

✓ to boost and enhance support from national to VCS organisations, and to help raise the profile of 
grassroots organisations 

✓ to further strengthen coordination of national and local response efforts during emergencies 
✓ to provide a single access point between government and the voluntary and community sector. 

 
What does the Emergencies Partnership do? 

The Emergencies Partnership has four strands of work: 
 

1. A national platform to gather intelligence on unmet need at national, regional and local levels 
2. A request for support service for when the demand for support outstrips the supply available to 

meet it  
3. Five regional multi-agency cells, with representatives from national and local voluntary 

organisations across England, to facilitate a more collaborative and coordinated response across 
the voluntary and community sector 

4. One national volunteering cell which has national overview and provides a single point of 
contact for requests for large-scale volunteer support  
 

The role of local infrastructure 
 
Each regional multi-agency cell is built on a network of ‘Liaison Leads’ drawn from local infrastructure. Your 
local infrastructure organisation can connect to the Liaison Leads, who can then draw on the Emergencies 
Partnership network and resources to support need in the local area.  
 
As leaders of local charities and infrastructure organisations, the understanding they have of local needs and 
capacity is a key factor in the Emergencies Partnership being able to operate effectively. 
 

            
You can also request support directly by visiting vcsep.org.uk/request-support  
 
They are committed to working with the Emergencies Partnership to support the local VCS by: 
hearing where demand at a local level outstrips supply 
 

✓ Feeding this in as a request for support to the Partnership 
✓ Keeping you updated with this request and the support 
✓ Sharing insights on emerging needs in our area 

 

Your local contact is: 

 

https://www.redcross.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/uk-emergency-response/voluntary-and-community-sector-emergencies-partnership
https://vcsep.org.uk/request-support

